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Welcome

Prayer

Fathers with strong arms

And fathers with feeble knees

Present at table and at bathtub and at bedtime for prayers.
Thank you, God, for fathers near.

We thank you, O God, for fathers far away

Fathers who ache for their families

Fathers absent because of war,

Or disease,

Or despair,

Fathers who are present and absent at the same time.
Thank you, God, for fathers far away.

We thank you, O God, for caring communities

Where mothers fill in for fathers

And fathers fill in for mothers

And grandparents put on the apron and the towel.

Where aunts and uncles, and those who are absolutely no kin at all
Make our communities a home

Fit for habitation. Amen.

Song: Joyful, joyful

Joyful, joyful, we adore You,

God of glory, Lord of love;

Hearts unfold like flow'rs before You,
Op'ning to the sun above.

Melt the clouds of sin and sadness;
Drive the dark of doubt away;

Giver of immortal gladness,

Fill us with the light of day!



All Your works with joy surround You,
Earth and heav'n reflect Your rays,
Stars and angels sing around You,
Centre of unbroken praise;

Field and forest, vale and mountain,
Flow'ry meadow, flashing sea,
Chanting bird and flowing fountain
Praising You eternally!

Always giving and forgiving,

Ever blessing, ever blest,
Well-spring of the joy of living,
Ocean-depth of happy rest!
Loving Father, Christ our Brother,
Let Your light upon us shine;
Teach us how to love each other,
Lift us to the joy divine.

Mortals, join the mighty chorus,
Which the morning stars began;
God's own love is reigning o’er us,
Joining people hand in hand.

Ever singing, march we onward,
Victors in the midst of strife;
Joyful music leads us sunward

In the triumph song of life.
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Song: Father | place into your hands
Father, | place into your hands

The things that | can’t do,

Father, | place into your hands

The times that I've been through,
Father, | place into your hands

The way that | should go,



For | know | always can trust you.

Father, | place into your hands
My friends and family,

Father, | place into your hands
The things that trouble me,,
Father, | place into your hands
The person | would be,

For | know | always can trust you.

Father, we love to seek your face

We love to hear your voice,

Father, we love

to sing your praise

And in your name rejoice,

Father, we love to walk with you

And in your presence rest,

For we know we always can trust you.

Father, | want to be with you

And do the things you do,

Father, | want to speak the words
That you are speaking too,
Father, | want to love the ones
That you will draw to you,

For | know

that | am one with you.

Words and Music Jenny Hewer
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Puppets

Gloria
Glory to God in the highest, And peace to God’s people on earth.
Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father,



we worship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glory.
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,

Lord God, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world:

have mercy on us; you are seated at the right hand of the Father:
receive our prayer. For you alone are the Holy One,

You alone are the Lord, You alone are the Most High Jesus Christ,
with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. Amen.

Bible Reading: 1 Chronicles 12.1-2, 8, 14-15, 23-38

The following are those who came to David at Ziklag, while he
could not move about freely because of Saul son of Kish; they
were among the mighty warriors who helped him in war. They
were archers and could shoot arrows and sling stones with either
the right hand or the left; they were Benjaminites, Saul’s kindred.
From the Gadites there went over to David at the stronghold in
the wilderness mighty and experienced warriors, expert with
shield and spear, whose faces were like the faces of lions and who
were swift as gazelles on the mountains: These are the men who
crossed the Jordan in the first month, when it was overflowing all
its banks, and put to flight all those in the valleys to the east and
to the west.

These are the numbers of the divisions of the armed troops who
came to David in Hebron to turn the kingdom of Saul over to him,
according to the word of the Lord. The people of Judah bearing
shield and spear numbered six thousand eight hundred armed
troops. Of the Simeonites, mighty warriors, seven thousand one
hundred. Of the Levites four thousand six hundred. Jehoiada,
leader of the house of Aaron, and with him three thousand seven
hundred. Zadok, a young warrior, and twenty-two commanders
from his own ancestral house. Of the Benjaminites, the kindred of
Saul, three thousand, of whom the majority had continued to keep
their allegiance to the house of Saul. Of the Ephraimites, twenty
thousand eight hundred, mighty warriors, notables in their
ancestral houses. Of the half-tribe of Manasseh, eighteen
thousand, who were expressly named to come and make David
king. Of Issachar, those who had understanding of the times, to



know what Israel ought to do, two hundred chiefs, and all their
kindred under their command. Of Zebulun, fifty thousand
seasoned troops equipped for battle with all the weapons of war
to help David with singleness of purpose. Of Naphtali, a thousand
commanders, with whom there were thirty-seven thousand
armed with shield and spear. Of the Danites, twenty-eight
thousand six hundred equipped for battle. Of Asher, forty
thousand seasoned troops ready for battle. Of the Reubenites and
Gadites and the half-tribe of Manasseh from beyond the Jordan,
one hundred twenty thousand armed with all the weapons of war.
All these, warriors arrayed in battle order, came to Hebron with
full intent to make David king over all Israel; likewise all the rest
of Israel were of a single mind to make David king.

New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989 the Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ
in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.

Message

Offering Song: Be still for the presence of the Lord
Be still for the presence of the Lord,

The holy one is here.

Come bow before him now

With reverence and fear

In him no sin is found,

we stand on holy ground

Be still, for the presence of the Lord,

The holy one, is here

Be still for the glory of the Lord
Is shining all around;

He burns with holy fire,

With splendor he is crowned:
How awesome is the sight-
Our radiant King of light!

Be still for the glory of the Lord
Is shining all around.



Be still for the power of the Lord
Is moving in this place:

He comes to cleanse and heal,
To minister his grace —

No work too hard for him,

In faith receive from him.

Be still, for the power of the Lord
Is moving in this place.
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Thanks for the Offering

We give in grateful thanksgiving for all that God has given us.
In the upside-down world of the gospel,

we measure our wealth not by what we have,

but what we can give away.

Let us give away generously, in this offering,

To bless your church, your people, your creation.

Prayer of Confession
In penitence and faith let us confess our sins to Almighty God

Merciful God, our maker and our judge,

We have sinned against you in thought, word and deed,

And in what we have failed to do:

We have not loved you with our whole heart,

We have not loved our neighbours as ourselves;

We repent and are sorry for all our sins.

Father, forgive us. Strengthen us to love and obey you in newness
of life; Through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Declaration of forgiveness

Almighty God, who has promised forgiveness to all who turn to him
in faith, pardon us and set us free from all our sins, strengthen us to
do his will, and keep us in eternal life; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.



Prayers for the Church and our World

Lord’s Prayer

Our Father in Heaven, hallowed be your name,

Your kingdom come, Your will be done on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us from evil

For the kingdom, the power and the glory

Are yours now and forever. Amen.

The Great Thanksgiving

The Lord be with you. And also with you.

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

All glory and honour be yours always and everywhere, mighty

creator, ever-living God. We give you thanks and praise for our
Saviour Jesus Christ, who by the power of your Sprit was born of
Mary and lived as one of us.

By his death on the cross and rising to new life,

He offered the one true sacrifice for sin

And obtained an eternal deliverance for his people.

Therefore, with angels and archangels,

And with all the company of heaven, we proclaim your great and
glorious name, forever praising you and saying:

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,

Heaven and earth are full of your glory.

Hosanna in the highest.

Merciful God, we thank you for these gifts of your creation,

This bread and wine and we pray that by your Word and Holy Spirit,
we who eat and drink them may be partakers of Christ’s body and



blood. On the night he was betrayed, Jesus took bread and when he
had given you thanks he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying,
“Take, eat. This is my body given for you. Do this in remembrance of
me”. After supper, he took the cup, and again giving you thanks he
gave it to his disciples, saying, “Drink from this, all of you. This is my
blood of the new covenant shed for you and for many for the
forgiveness of sins. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance
of me.”

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

Therefore, we do as our Saviour has commanded:

proclaiming his offering of himself

made once for all upon the cross,

His mighty resurrection and glorious ascension,

and looking for his coming again,

we celebrate, with this bread and this cup,

His one perfect and sufficient sacrifice

for the sins of the whole world.

Renew us by your Holy Spirit, unite us in the body of your Son,

and bring us with all your people

into the joy of your eternal kingdom;

through Jesus Christ our Lord, with whom, and in whom,

in the fellowship of the Holy Spirit,

we worship you, Father, in songs of never-ending praise:

Blessing and honour and glory and power are yours forever and
ever. Amen.

Prayer

Gracious God, we thank you that in this sacrament
you assure us of your goodness and love.

Accept our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving
and help us to grow in love and obedience

that we may serve you in the world

and finally be brought to that table



where all your saints feast with you for ever.

Father,

we offer ourselves to you as a living sacrifice
through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Send us out in the power of your Spirit

to live and work to your praise and glory.

Notices

Song: To God Be the Glory
To God be the glory,

great things He hath done;
So loved He the world

that He gave us His Son,
Who yielded His life

an atonement for sin,

And opened the life gate
that all may go in.

Praise the Lord, praise the Lord,
Let the earth hear His voice!
Praise the Lord, praise the Lord,
Let the people rejoice!

O come to the Father,

through Jesus the Son,

And give Him the glory,

great things He hath done.

O perfect redemption,

the purchase of blood,

To every believer the promise of God;
To every offender who truly believes,
That moment from Jesus

a pardon receives.



Great things He hath taught us,
great things He has done,

And great our rejoicing
through Jesus the Son;

But purer, and higher,

and greater will be

Our wonder, our transport,
when Jesus we see.
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Blessing



